
OPERATIONS ON THE WESTERN FRONT, 19U 7 

of their lines northward, and at the end of the third week of the 
fighting on the Aisne, the lines held by the opposing forces reached 
La Bassee, within ten miles of the Belgian frontier. 

Antwerp, the new seat of the Belgian Government, had been 
besieged by the Germans. Their bombardment began on September 
28. The protecting forts were soon reduced to silence. A consider
able body of British troops and marines had arrived for the assistance 
of the garrison, but on October 5, the situation was definitely pro
nounced hopeless, and the evacuation of the city began. Four days 
later, the Germans took possession. 

A great force of cavalry followed by two newly organized German 
armies, began its advance on the roads leading to Dunkirk and 
Calais. Lille and the manufacturing towns in its vicinity were soon 
occupied by them without resistance. The British army had been 
reinforced from England, and by a strong contingent from India, 
which landed at Marseilles, and it was hastily moved from its position 
on the Aisne to a new line extending from La Bassee to Ypres. 
French and Belgian troops continued the line to the North Sea at 
Dixmude. In the middle of October, the Germans began a great 
attack near Ypres, making desperate efforts to force their 
way to Calais and Dunkirk. This lasted almost without inter
mission until November 5, when its failure was tacitly confessed. 
The allies acting on the defensive had lost one hundred thousand men 
while the loss of the Germans was undoubtedly much greater. At 
its conclusion, four millions of men faced each other in parallel lines 
of entrenchments, extending from the North sea to the Swiss frontier, 
a distance in a direct line of three hundred and fifty miles, but follow
ing the sinuous battle front, measuring more than five hundred. 
During the remainder of the year, these lines practically remained 
stationary, with little gain or loss of ground on either side. 

OPERATIONS ON THE EASTERN FRONT, 1914. 

The Russian advance against East Prussia and Galicia began on 
August 16. Two large armies were directed upon the former province. 
The first of these, known as the army of the Niemen, defeated a 
German corps in a rear guard action at Gumbinnen, and threatened 
Kcenigsberg, the great frontier fortress. The other, called the army 
of the Narew, advanced successfully in the region of the Masurian 
lakes and occupied Allenstein. On August 22, General Paul von 
Hindenburg was placed in command of the German armies on this 
front. By a skilful use of railways and mechanical transport, and 
taking advantage of the natural features of the country he enveloped 
and practically annihilated the army of the Narew near Tannenberg 
on August 30 and 31. Having been strongly reinforced from the 
western front, he turned swiftly against the army of the Niemen and 
drove it aeross the frontier with heavy loss. He next invaded and 
overran the greater part of the province of Suwalki. The Russians 
took up a position behind the Niemen, which Hindenburg failed to 
cross. He was subsequently worsted in a series of actions near 
Augustowo, September 28-October 3, and forced to retire into East 
Prussia. Having been strongly reinforced from the west, the Germans 


